130          A PROJECT OF EMPIRE         CHAP.
It is in this part that are found the passages so often quoted which seem to support the simple dogmatic position that in foreign trade only the interests of the consumer need be regarded. " In every country it always is, and always must be, the interest of the great body of the people to buy whatever they want of those who sell it the cheapest. The proposition is so manifest that it seems ridiculous to take any pains to prove it; nor could it ever have been called in question had not the interested sophistry of merchants and manufacturers confounded the common sense of mankind. Their interest is in this respect directly opposite to that of the great body of the people. As it is the interest of the freemen of a corporation to hinder the rest of the inhabitants from employing any workmen but themselves, so it is the interest of the merchants of every country to secure to themselves the monopoly of the home market. Hence in Great Britain and in most other European countries the extraordinary duties upon almost all goods imported by alien merchants. Hence the high duties and prohibitions upon all those foreign manufactures which can come into competition with our own. Hence, too, the extraordinary restraints upon the importation of almost all sort$ of goods from those countries with which the balance of trade is supposed to be unfavourable; that is, from those against whom national animosity happens to be most violently inflamed."
Adam Smith, in this  place,  also  introduces his leading principle that a nation which would enrich